Brazilian Biodiesel Blasts Off
==============================

With its immense agricultural sector, Brazil has the raw materials to become a leader in biodiesel production. Now it's building the capacity to turn these resources into fuel. This spring the country saw the opening of its first two biodiesel production plants. Brazilian president Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva said the national biodiesel program will provide not only fuel but also jobs in some of the country's poorest areas. By 2008, Brazilian investment in biodiesel will reach US\$515 million, with production nearing 211 million gallons. Brazilian gas stations were first authorized to sell biodiesel in January 2005. Fuel distributors can add up to 2% biodiesel to conventional diesel. In 2008, the addition will become mandatory.

More Muscle Needed for Built Environment Research
=================================================

Over half the U.S. population fails to meet the Surgeon General's recommendations for physical activity. How much are the surroundings we build for ourselves to blame? And of the myriad ways available to alter the built environment, which would have the greatest impact on physical activity levels? A January 2005 report by the National Academies' Transportation Research Board and the Institute of Medicine says more interdisciplinary research is needed before these and other questions can be answered. The report calls for a multiagency collaboration to develop and fund an appropriate research agenda.

Fewer Foodborne Illnesses
=========================

A concerted federal effort appears to be paying off in fewer cases of some foodborne illnesses, according to the 15 April 2005 *Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report*. From 1996 to 2004, the incidence of *E. coli* O157 poisoning decreased 42%, *Campylobacter* infections decreased 31%, *Cryptosporidium* infections decreased 40%, and *Yersinia* infections decreased 45% *Salmonella* infections overall were down 8%, although only one of the five most common strains decreased significantly. *Shigella* infections also did not change significantly, and *Vibrio* infections saw a 47% rise.

FDA recommendations enacted in 2002 have led to improvements in commercial food handling systems, and educational programs have informed the public about preventing food hazards. The report says more work is needed across the farm-to-table continuum to understand and control still-problematic pathogens.

Animals and Airspace
====================

Animal feeding operations (AFOs) are generating concerns over the possible health impacts of their emissions. In January 2005 the U.S. EPA announced a new public--private agreement to help characterize the air pollution created by the nation's approximately 450,000 AFOs. This measure establishes a two-year industry-funded emissions monitoring program to give federal agencies data to help shape appropriate AFO emission regulations. Pollutants to be monitored include particulate matter, hydrogen sulfide, volatile organic compounds, ammonia, and nitrogen oxides.

Goldman Environmental Prize 2005
================================

Each year the Goldman Environmental Prize is awarded to activists from six geographic regions who often face life-threatening situations while encouraging their peers, governments, and international organizations to work toward preserving the environment. The winners for 2005 are:

-   Isidro Baldenegro López, of Chihuahua, Mexico, who organized sit-ins and marches that got logging bans enacted for old-growth forests of the Sierra Madre range.

-   Corneille E.N. Ewango, of Epulu, Democratic Republic of the Congo, who protected the Okapi Faunal Reserve through years of civil war. He hid the reserve's herbarium collection, computers, and data in the forest, and confronted military commanders when troops began poaching primates and elephants in the reserve.

-   Kaisha Atakhanova, of Karaganda, Kazakhstan, who led a coalition of 60 grassroots environmental groups in successfully lobbying to prevent nuclear waste from being commercially imported into her country. Kazakhstan already suffers massive pollution from Soviet nuclear testing and stockpiled radioactive waste.

-   José Andrés Tamayo, of Olancho, Honduras, who organizes protests against unregulated logging and drew government attention to corruption in the country's National Forestry Agency, resulting in the general manager's resignation.

-   Stephanie Roth, of Rosia Montana, Romania, who is fighting Europe's largest open-cast gold mine being built in Rosia Montana. Efforts spearheaded by Roth led to the World Bank withdrawing its support for the project.

-   Chavannes Jean-Baptiste, of Papay, Haiti, who founded the Peasant Movement of Papay to educate Haitians about deforestation, alternative energy, and sustainable agriculture. The group has planted more than 20 million forest and fruit trees to help stabilize soil and provide food.
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